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Music/Performing Arts – Statement of Intent
 “Music washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life” (Berthold Auerbach)
· We want our students to become passionate about music and music-making.
· We want them to enjoy the camaraderie of playing together in a group.
· We want them to feel a sense of achievement when performing to an audience or publishing their own compositions on a website.
· We want them to be able to be creative and express themselves through their music-making.
· We want them to be able to appreciate a wide range of music.
· We want music to enhance the sense of community of the whole school.
Our Silver ArtsMark award demonstrates our commitment to building young people’s confidence, character and resilience through arts and cultural education, to embedding creativity across our whole curriculum and to engaging with pupils, parents and our local community.

Goldwyn’s Key Stage 3 Music curriculum follows the National Curriculum purposes and aims:
Purpose of study
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical canon.
Pupils should build on their previous knowledge and skills through performing, composing and listening. They should develop their vocal and/or instrumental fluency, accuracy and expressiveness; and understand musical structures, styles, genres and traditions, identifying the expressive use of musical dimensions. They should listen with increasing discrimination and awareness to inform their practice as musicians. They should use technologies appropriately and appreciate and understand a wide range of musical contexts and styles.

Aims
The KS3 National Curriculum aims for all children to:
· Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music from a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of famous composers and musicians.
· Learn to sing, and to use their voices to create and compose music on their own and with others.
· Have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, and use music technology appropriately.
· Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including a knowledge of pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre etc.
In order to achieve this, we need to free our students from the constraints that lack of skills and knowledge or low self-esteem, bring. In our lessons and enrichment activities we aim to provide an encouraging environment that inspires confidence, creativity and perseverance. Our state-of -the-art recording studio has iMac music workstations for every pupil. The large performance area is well-resourced with a variety of instruments, including digital pianos, drum kits, guitars, keyboards, samplers, an iPad and various percussion, brass, woodwind and string instruments from around the world. We have full sets of instruments for African drumming, a Samba band and a Steel band. Our wireless microphone set-up encourages freedom of vocal expression.
Opportunities to perform to an audience of parents, staff and friends of Goldwyn are built into the planning. School concerts take place three times a year (when possible).
In conjuction with Andrew Parry Music, we are able to offer individual music tuition lessons.
The KS3 scheme of work sequences termly units so that knowledge, understanding and skills are progressively built upon.

KS4
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Performing Arts (Music Performance pathway) has been designed to provide an engaging and stimulating introduction to the world of performing arts. The qualification builds on learning from Key Stage 3 for those who may wish to explore a vocational route throughout Key Stage 4. It takes 120 guided learning hours to complete with two core units and one optional unit.
The course aims to:
· encourage personal development through practical participation and performance 
· give learners a wider understanding and appreciation of performing arts 
· give full-time learners the opportunity to progress to other vocational qualifications, such as BTEC Nationals, and, in due course, to progress to employment in the performing arts sector
· give learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills, techniques and personal attributes essential for successful performance in working life.
Impact
KS3
In line with the National Curriculum, by the end of KS3 we aim for pupils to be able to:
· Play and perform confidently alone and in an ensemble, using their voice and instruments musically, fluently and with accuracy and expression.
· Improvise and compose, and extend and develop their musical ideas.
· Use musical notations accurately in a range of genres, styles and traditions.
· Identify and use dimensions such as tones and scales.
· Listen with discrimination to music from a wide range of composers and musicians.
· Develop an understanding of the music they perform and listen to, and its history.
Pupils meeting expectations in a particular unit are able to achieve an AQA Unit Award (for example, in Performing in a Steel Band). Some of the recordings created by pupils are available to listen to on our YouTube Channel, GoldwynMusic .

KS4
For those opting to undertake Performing Arts (Music Performance pathway) at KS4, pupils aim to achieve a Level 2 BTEC First Award qualification. Some pupils go on to study music performance or music technology further at college.
Arts Award
Students have the opportunity to work towards an Arts Award at Bronze level. This programme encourages students to develop their interests and skills in arts activities of their own choice. The Arts Award develops leadership qualities and communication skills as pupils pass on their skills and enthusiasm to others.



Music/Performing Arts Department:  Long Term Plan

The Music/Performing Arts Long Term Plan reflects a key focus upon Knowledge, Skills and Understanding. It is anticipated that all pupils will have the opportunity to opt to study for a formal BTEC qualification in Performing Arts (Music Stream). The Curriculum Plan has a clear sequence centred upon both prior learning and expectations for future learning.  The work at Key Stage 3 should provide the foundation for further progress through Key Stage 4.

	Term
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Year 7




	Notation and Rhythm

This unit introduces pupils to the use of scales, harmony, chords and ostinatos in Western music

Key Learning
Performing:
Play melodies, triads and chord sequences with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 
Listening & Understanding: 
When listening begin to identify the use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices. Develop basic understanding of scales (eg pentatonic), harmony and chords.
Listen to a range of quality performances & demonstrations.
Using Notation:
Begin to read staff notation for notes in the treble clef.
	GarageBand Compositions 

This unit introduces pupils to Music Technology and how to use loops to compose a piece of music. Pupils will begin to learn about varying production techniques, instrumentation and will apply this knowledge to compose differing pieces each week. 

Key Learning
Creating/Composing/ Improvising:
Extend and develop musical ideas by using musical structures, styles, genres and traditions.
Compose using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Listening & Understanding: 
Identify the use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Using Technology:
Use music software to create and edit music using loops and MIDI controllers.
	West African Rhythms

This unit helps pupils understand how the cyclic rhythms of West African music are used to create a sense of energy, engagement and community. They practise and perform a group version of the Djolé.
(AQA Unit 70112: Introduction to West African Drumming)

Key Learning
Performing:
Copy more complex rhythmic parts in time to a steady pulse, maintaining a part in a group ensemble. 
Play and perform with some confidence in an ensemble context musically, fluently and with accuracy and expression.
Creating/Composing/ Improvising:
Improvise rhythms around a pulse in a given time signature.
Listening & Understanding: 
Appreciate and understand music drawn from different traditions.
Using Notation:
Play rhythms using graphic or mnemonic notation.
	Composing for Film

In this unit pupils learn how music is used to create moods, arouse emotions and enhance the visual images and dramatic impact of film by improvising and composing music for a film. 

Key Learning
Performing:
Begin to perform using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Creating/Composing/ Improvising:
Begin to compose using the inter-related dimensions of music, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Listening & Understanding: 
When listening begin to identify tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices are used to convey moods.
	Instrument Skills 

In this unit pupils will be given the opportunity to learn how to play various instruments including guitar, bass, keyboard and drums. Pupils will practice these skills individually before forming a band in the second half of term. 

Key Learning
Performing: 
Begin to play and perform confidently in a range of solo and ensemble contexts using Ukuleles fluently and with accuracy and expression

Listening & Understanding: 
When listening begin to identify tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices are used to convey moods

	Musical Futures: Covers Band

Building on skills developed throughout the previous unit, pupils select a song to perform, they watch and analyse existing arrangements then choose roles for the class band. The group learns and performs an arrangement of the song. Some groups prefer to record rather than perform. (AQA Unit 73619: Performing in a Band)

Key Learning
Performing:
Play and perform confidently in a range of ensemble contexts using their voice, playing instruments musically, fluently and with accuracy and expression.
Perform using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively and with increasing sophistication, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Listening & Understanding: 
Listen with increasing discrimination to a wide range of music from great musicians and composers.

	Year 8




	Four Chords

In this unit pupils will be given the opportunity to learn how to play a range of instruments (Guitar, Bass, Keyboard and Drums). They will learn to play at least four chords (C, F, Dm and G) utilising correct techniques and practice.

Key Learning
Creating/Composing/ Improvising:
Extend and develop musical ideas by drawing on a range of musical structures, styles, genres and traditions.
Compose using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively and with increasing sophistication, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Using Notation:
Begin to use appropriate notation to communicate musical meaning.







	Arranging a Christmas Song

In this unit, pupils select a song to perform. They watch and analyse existing arrangements then choose roles for the class band. The group performs an arrangement of the song. (AQA Unit 73619: Performing in a Band)

Key Learning
Performing:
Play and perform confidently in an ensemble context using their voice or playing instruments musically, fluently and with accuracy and expression.
Perform using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Listening & Understanding: 
Develop an understanding of the music that they perform. Identify the use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Using Notation:
Use staff and other relevant notations appropriately.
	Composing Game Theme Music

In this unit, pupils develop their understanding and skills at composing music to enhance a mood or theme using computer game-style video loops as starting points.

Key Learning
Creating/Composing/ Improvising:
Extend and develop musical ideas by using musical structures, styles, genres and traditions.
Compose using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Listening & Understanding: 
Identify the use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Using Technology:
Make considered choices when using music software to create and edit music using loops, MIDI controlled virtual instruments and other sounds.
	Samba Band

In this unit, pupils learn to play common rhythm patterns and techniques on Samba percussion instruments. They choose a role and participate in a group Samba band performance, responding to the leader's signals. (AQA Unit 70110: Introducing Samba Rhythms)

Key Learning
Performing:
Play and perform confidently in ensembles, playing instruments musically, fluently and with accuracy and expression.
Perform using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively, including use of various musical devices.
Creating/Composing/ Improvising:
Compose a call and response section using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively.
Listening & Understanding: 
Listen with discrimination to a wide range of music. Develop an understanding of the music that they perform and to which they listen, and its history. 
	Instrumental Skills (Ensemble)

In this unit, pupils compose, extend and develop musical ideas. They use musical structures and layers of sounds to compose a complete piece that they can perform or record. (AQA Unit 74537: Composing in a Group)

Key Learning
Creating/Composing/ Improvising:
Extend and develop musical ideas by drawing on a range of musical structures, styles, genres and traditions.
Compose using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively and with increasing sophistication, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Using Notation:
Begin to use appropriate notation to communicate musical meaning.
	Trance Music
In this unit pupils learn how to use music sequencing software to
create music in a progressive trance style. They use virtual synthesisers and loops to create layers of tracks, recording their own CD. DJ decks are used to mix pupils' music. (AQA Unit 71415: Creating Trance Music)

Key Learning
Creating/Composing/ Improvising:
Extend and develop musical ideas by using musical structures, styles, genres and traditions.
Compose using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Listening & Understanding: 
Identify the use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Using Technology:
Use music software to create and edit music using loops, MIDI controlled virtual instruments and other sounds.


	Year 9




	Genres and Technology

In this unit, pupils develop their understanding of various genres including Drum n’ Bass, House, Hip-Hop and Drill. This unit further develops their use of Music Technology allowing pupils to confidently compose using elements and techniques from these genres.

Key Learning
Creating/Composing/ Improvising:
Extend and develop musical ideas by using musical structures, styles, genres and traditions.
Compose using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Listening & Understanding: 
Identify the use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Using Technology:
Make considered choices when using music software to create and edit music using loops, MIDI controlled virtual instruments and other sounds.
	12 Bar Blues

In this unit, pupils learn how to play blues music. They learn to play
each typical instrumental part, using a 12-bar blues structure. They choose a role and perform in a class blues band. (AQA Unit 71408: Playing in a 12 Bar Blues Band)

Key Learning
Performing:
Play and perform confidently in an ensemble context using their voice or playing instruments musically, fluently and with accuracy and expression.
Perform using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Creating/Composing/ Improvising:
Improvise within musical structures, styles, genres and traditions.
Listening & Understanding: 
Develop an understanding of the music that they perform and its history. Identify the use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
	Reggae 

In this unit, pupils are introduced to Reggae. They develop playing techniques and form an ensemble to perform various Bob Marley arrangements on multiple instruments. (AQA Unit 72060: Performing in a Steel Band)
Key Learning
Performing:
Play and perform confidently in a range of ensemble contexts, playing instruments musically, fluently and with accuracy and expression.
Perform using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively and with increasing sophistication, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Listening & Understanding: 
Listen with increasing discrimination to a wide range of music from great musicians and composers. 
Develop a deepening understanding of the music that they perform and to which they listen, and its history. Using Notation:
Use staff and other relevant notations appropriately and accurately in a range of musical styles, genres and traditions.
	Remix

In this unit, pupils develop their understanding of effective remixes. They apply this knowledge by creating/composing new versions/arrangements of existing pieces/songs using software, such as GarageBand, SoundTrap, Audacity or Cubase to combine and manipulate samples and virtual instrument parts and to add effects.

Key Learning
Creating/Composing/ Improvising:
Extend and develop musical ideas by drawing on a range of musical structures, styles, genres and traditions.
Compose using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively and with increasing sophistication, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Listening & Understanding: 
Develop a deepening understanding of the music that they perform and to which they listen.
Using Technology: Using music software to compose.
	Musical Futures: Originals Band

In this unit, pupils compose, extend and develop musical ideas. They use musical structures and layers of sounds to compose a complete piece that they can perform or record. (AQA Unit 74537: Composing in a Group)

Key Learning
Creating/Composing/ Improvising:
Extend and develop musical ideas by drawing on a range of musical structures, styles, genres and traditions.
Compose using the inter-related dimensions of music expressively and with increasing sophistication, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
Using Notation:
Begin to use appropriate notation to communicate musical meaning.
	Options

In the final term of KS3, pupils are given the option to revisit and extend their skills in one of the units covered throughout the key stage. They might work as a group or might prefer to work individually. During this term, pupils are introduced to the KS4 Performing Arts BTEC.




	Year 10
Performing Arts




	BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Performing Arts

Unit 6: Music Performance Skills (60 GLH)
In this unit, learners audit their performing skills, create and work on their own SMART targets to improve their instrumental or vocal skills and make on ongoing review of their progress in a blog.
(Assignment: 'Getting Better'). They select and rehearse 2 contrasting pieces to perform to an audience. (Assignment: 'Time to Perform')

Key Learning
Learning aim A: 
Learners explore and develop their music performance skills and review their own practice.
Learning aim B: 
Learners use their music performance skills within rehearsal and performance.

	Unit 6: Music Performance Skills (continued)
	Unit 6: Music Performance Skills (continued)
	Unit 6: Music Performance Skills (continued)
	Core Unit 2: Preparation, Performance and Production (30 GLH) 
In this unit, learners form a production company to perform a piece of music as an ensemble They explore, develop and shape performance material, carry out preparatory work and take part in a performance. 
(Assignment: 'Mashup!' - create and perform a 'mashup')

Key Learning
Learning aim A: 
Take part in the preparations for a live performance 
Learning aim B: 
Demonstrate performance or production skills and techniques in a performance
	Core Unit 2: Preparation, Performance and Production (continued)




	Year 11
Performing Arts




	BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Performing Arts

Core Unit 2: Preparation, Performance and Production (continued - hand in evidence)

Core Unit 1: Individual Showcase (30 GLH) 
(Music performance stream, college application progression opportunity)
In this unit, learners prepare to audition 2 contrasting pieces on a given theme and write a self-promotional college application letter under controlled conditions (externally assessed).

Key Learning
Learning aim A:
Understand the skills required for the selected progression opportunity
Learning aim B:
Present a self-promotional response to the selected progression opportunity.
	Core Unit 1: Individual Showcase (continued)
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Bronze Arts Award 
In this unit, learners complete all 4 sections of the Bronze Award.

Key Learning
Learners develop a basic understanding of arts practice and some knowledge of arts provision in the community. They commit to taking part in creative activities and to demonstrate effective, basic communication skills and an ability to convey information. 

Band Project 
Development of Unit 2 (see Y10 Term 5). Learners work as a team to choose, rehearse and perform pieces.

Skill development/Recording
Development of Unit 6 (see Y10 Term 1) and Unit 1 (see Y11 Term 1). Pupils have the opportunity to use multitrack recording to record the pieces they have learnt to play or sing.

	Options (continued)
	Options (continued)
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